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No. Question Answer 

1 

True or False? 

Seed viability increases with age? 

 

False 

2 

When is it generally recognised as the appropriate time 

to take hardwood cuttings?  

A – Early summer to mid-autumn 

B - mid-autumn until late winter 

C Late winter until early spring 

D – Late spring until early summer 

 

B - mid-autumn until late winter 

3 

What is olericulture?  

A - growing vegetables 

B - sterilising soil 

C - managing glasshouses 

D - growing trees 

A - Growing vegetables 



No. Question Answer 

4 

Match the growing medium with its content:  

COLUMN 1: Peat, clay, Rockwool  

COLUMN 2: Fine natural minerals, decomposed organic 

matter, spun stone and mineral materials 

Peat - decomposed organic matter 

Clay - fine natural minerals 

Rockwool - spun stone and mineral materials 

5 

What does the PA2 certificate allow you to do?  

A - spray chemicals near water 

B - spray chemicals on agricultural land 

C - spray chemicals using a mounted boom sprayer 

D - spray chemicals using a vertical pole 

C - spray chemicals using a mounted boom sprayer 

6 

Which of the following bedding plants would you use in 

summer?  

Petunia, Lathyrus, Cosmos, Verbena 

Cosmos, Viola, Cyclamen, Primula 

Lathyrus, Primula, Cyclamen, Viola 

Petunia, Lathyrus, Cosmos, Verbena 
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7 

What would you use a half moon for?  

A - laying out flower beds 

B - edging turf 

C - mixing compost 

D - pricking out 

 

B - edging turf 

8 

Match the following taxonomic epithet with its 

description:  

COLUMN 1: abbreviatus, hibernus, robustus  

COLUMN 2: globe, strong, winter, shortened 

 

abbreviates - shortened, 

hibernus - winter,  

robustus - strong 



No. Question Answer 

9 

Which tool is most appropriate for trimming small 

branches during routine maintenance?  

A – Hoe 

B – Rake 

C – Spade 

D – Secateurs 

D - Secateurs 

10 

Match the following terms and their definition 

COLUMN 1: Scarification, Stratification 

COLUMN 2: breaks dormancy by exposing seeds to 

moist cold or heat, weakens or damages the hard seed 

coat so water and oxygen can enter 

Scarification -  weakens or damages the hard seed 

coat so water and oxygen can enter 

Stratification - breaks dormancy by exposing seeds to 

moist cold or heat 

11 

In plant taxonomy, what rank comes directly above 

species?  

Variety, Cultivar, Genus, Family? 

Genus 



No. Question Answer 

12 

What is the correct practice when watering container 

plants?  

A - Water lightly every hour 

B - Water until excess drains from the bottom 

C - Water only once a week regardless of conditions 

D - Water only the foliage 

B - Water until excess drains from the bottom 

13 

Which of the following is a key aspect of general plant 

maintenance?  

A - Ignoring weeds to allow natural competition 

B - Fertilising only once at planting and never again 

C - Regular watering, pruning, and monitoring for pests 

and diseases 

D - Avoiding removal of dead or damaged plant material 

C - Regular watering, pruning, and monitoring for pests 

and diseases 



No. Question Answer 

14 

Which soil amendment is best for improving drainage in 

heavy clay soils? Sand, Peat moss, Compost, Lime 

Sand 

15 

What is hardening off? Compacting soil for seed sowing, 

Placing tender plants in a cold frame, Making compost 

using gravel, Placing turf in piles 

Placing tender plants in a cold frame 

16 

True or False? Amenity horticulture includes the 

management of roadside plantings and urban trees?  

TRUE 

17 

Which of the following companies is widely recognised 

as a world leader in precision pruning tools?  

A – Dewalt 

B - Bulldog  

C – Felco 

D – Makita 

C – Felco 
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18 

Match the amenity horticulture feature with its main 

purpose 

COLUMN 1: Sports turf, Urban Trees, Roadside 

plantings  

COLUMN 2: Provide shade, improve air quality, and 

enhance city aesthetics, Creates durable, safe surfaces 

for recreation and play, Reduce noise, improve safety, 

and beautify transport corridors 

 

Sports turf - Creates durable, safe surfaces for 

recreation and play 

Urban trees - Provide shade, improve air quality, and 

enhance city aesthetics 

Roadside plantings - Reduce noise, improve safety, 

and beautify transport corridors 

19 

What is broadcast sowing?  

A - planting seeds in rows/furrows 

B - Scattering seeds evenly over the soil surface 

C - Placing a seed per hole and equal spacing 

D - Sowing seeds in containers before transplanting 

B - Scattering seeds evenly over the soil surface 
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20 

What is potato blight?  

A - A nutrient deficiency causing yellow leaves 

B - A fungal disease that causes powdery growth on 

leaves, 

C - A disease caused by Phytophthora infestans leading 

to rapid decay of leaves and tubers 

D - An insect pest that feeds on potato foliage 

C - A disease caused by Phytophthora infestans 

leading to rapid decay of leaves and tubers 

21 

True or False?  

Some fungal spores can survive in soil and infect plants 

year after year 

TRUE 

22 

True or False?  

Direct contact between mulch and the stems of plants 

can cause the stem tissue to soften, increasing its 

vulnerability to disease. 

TRUE 
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23 

Match the practice with its main biodiversity benefit 

COLUMN 1: Wildflower meadow strips in amenity turf,  

Mixed shrub and tree planting, Green roofs in urban 

landscapes  

COLUMN 2: Increase pollinator diversity and extend 

nectar availability, Creates habitats, reduces heat 

islands, and support pollinators in built environments, 

Create layered habitats that support birds, insects, and 

small mammals 

Wildflower meadow strips in amenity turf - Increase 

pollinator diversity and extend nectar availability 

Mixed shrub and tree planting - Create layered habitats 

that support birds, insects, and small mammals 

Green roofs in urban landscapes - Offer nesting sites, 

reduce heat islands, and support pollinators in built 

environments 

24 

Which disorder in tomatoes is caused by calcium 

deficiency and irregular watering?  

A - Blossom end rot 

B - Powdery mildew 

C – Rust 

D - Leaf spot 

A - Blossom end rot 
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25 

Which practice is used to improve soil structure before 

planting?  

A – Transplanting 

B - Double digging 

C – Deadheading 

D - Grafting 

B - Double digging 

26 

Which of these principles is a key element of sustainable 

landscape design?  

A - Maximising pesticide use for plant protection 

B - Selecting plants adapted to local climate and soil 

conditions 

C - Using only exotic species for visual impact 

D - Avoiding hard landscaping features entirely 

B - Selecting plants adapted to local climate and soil 

conditions 
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27 

Which factor most affects the quality and accuracy of a 

cut made with bypass secateurs?  

A – The alignment of the cutting and counter blades 

B - The length of the handles 

C - The colour of the blade coating 

D - The weight of the spring mechanism 

A – The alignment of the cutting and counter blades 

28 

True or False?  

Taking cuttings is a vegetative propagation method that 

produces genetically identical plants 

TRUE 

29 

Match the following plant disease with the plant 

symptoms 

COLUMN 1: Botrytis, Rust, Downy mildew 

COLUMN 2: Produces orange or brown pustules on 

leaves, Yellow patches on leaves with downy growth 

underneath, Causes fuzzy grey growth on flowers and 

leaves 

Botrytis - Causes fuzzy grey growth on flowers and 

leaves 

Rust - Produces orange or brown pustules on leaves 

Downy mildew - Yellow patches on leaves with downy 

growth underneath 
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30 

True or False 

Nutrient deficiencies are considered plant disorders 

rather than diseases 

TRUE 

31 

Which spacing method ensures plants have enough 

room to grow without overcrowding?  

A – Broadcasting 

B - Line planting 

C - Random scattering 

D - Dense sowing 

B - Line planting 

32 

In turf renovation, which tool combination is best for 

removing thatch and improving drainage?  

A - Scarifier and hollow-tine aerator 

B - Secateurs and loppers 

C - Hoe and rake 

D - Spade and wheelbarrow 

A - Scarifier and hollow-tine aerator 
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33 

Match the following weed type and its growing habit 

COLUMN 1: Annual, Perennial, Invasive 

COLUMN 2: Spreads aggressively, often outcompeting 

native plants, Lives for many years, often regrows from 

roots or rhizomes, Completes life cycle in one growing 

season 

 

 

Annual - Completes life cycle in one growing season, 

flowers in second year 

Perennial - Lives for many years, often regrows from 

roots or rhizomes 

Invasive - Spreads aggressively, often outcompeting 

native plants 

34 

When designing a sensory garden, which key principle 

is important?  

A - Selecting plants only for visual impact 

B - Incorporating plants and features that stimulate sight, 

smell, touch, sound, and taste 

C - Using only native species regardless of sensory 

qualities 

D - Avoiding hard landscaping features entirely 

 B - Incorporating plants and features that stimulate 

sight, smell, touch, sound, and taste 
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35 

Which design approach supports biodiversity in 

landscape design?  

A - Planting monocultures for uniformity 

B - Integrating mixed planting schemes with varied 

habitats and flowering times 

C - Using only evergreen shrubs for year-round cover 

D - Avoiding water features to reduce maintenance 

B - Integrating mixed planting schemes with varied 

habitats and flowering times 

36 

Which of the following suitable hedging plants is large-

leaved?  

A – Taxus baccata 

B – Ligustrum ovalifolium 

C – Lonicera nitida 

D - Prunus laurocerasus 

D - Prunus laurocerasus 
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37 

Match the plant part with its main function 

COLUMN 1: Leaves, Roots, Flowers, Stem 

COLUMN 2: Supports plant and transports nutrients, 

Make food by photosynthesis, Absorb water and 

minerals, Reproduction and seed formation 

Leaves - Make food by photosynthesis 

Roots - Absorb water and minerals 

Flowers - Reproduction and seed formation 

Stem - Supports plant and transports nutrients 

38 

When grafting fruit trees, which tool must be sterilised 

between cuts to prevent disease transmission?  

A – Secateurs 

B - Budding knife 

C – Saw 

D - All of the above 

D - All of the above 
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39 

True or False? Repeatedly cutting back weeds 

prevents photosynthesis, using up its stored reserves. 

TRUE 

40 

Match the practice with its main sustainability outcome: 

COLUMN 1: Composting green waste from gardens, 

Permeable paving in landscape design, Planting 

drought-tolerant species COLUMN 2: Returns nutrients 

to the soil and reduces landfill use, Minimises irrigation 

needs and increases resilience to climate change, 

Reduces reliance on mains water and conserves natural 

resources, Improves drainage, reduces runoff, and 

supports groundwater recharge 

Composting green waste from gardens - Returns 

nutrients to the soil and reduces landfill use, Permeable 

paving in landscape design -Improves drainage, 

reduces runoff, and supports groundwater recharge, 

Planting drought-tolerant species - Minimises irrigation 

needs and increases resilience to climate change 
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